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The mission of UnityPoint Health® –  
St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation is to support 
UnityPoint Health – Cedar Rapids in giving the 
health care we’d like our loved ones to receive.

News and Information

  Kathy Curfman was relieved she wasn’t having a 
heart attack. She didn’t know St. Luke’s emergency 
medicine physician suspected something worse—a 
catastrophic tear in her aorta. His quick thinking 
got Kathy the help she needed. How do you thank 
someone for saving your life? See page 9.

  	The last thing a cancer patient should have to worry 
about is putting food on the table or gas in the car. 
Now St. Luke's Health Care Foundation is raising 
money to help 100 patients a year with essentials that 
aren’t covered by insurance. See page 4 on how you 
can help.

  What do you want your legacy to be? 
	 Estate planning attorney Johni Hays is helping 

a Fairfax couple achieve their dreams for the 
future. Together they’ve crafted an estate plan that 
maximizes the dollars available for their heirs and 
preferred charities by minimizing their tax burden. 
See pages 10-11.

Nassif Community Cancer 
Center offers support from 

diagnosis through survivorship
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Celebrating a New Beginning

For 42 incredible years, Carmen Kleinsmith has been a pillar of our 
organization. From the start of her career as a graduate of St. Luke’s School  
of Nursing to her final day retiring as Chief Nursing Officer at St. Luke’s 
Hospital, Carmen’s leadership, compassion and dedication have shaped  
our culture and touched countless lives. 

In honor of Carmen’s years of service to the nursing profession,  
St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation is pleased to announce the creation of 
the Carmen Kleinsmith Magnet Endowment Fund. This endowment will 
play a crucial role in continuing St. Luke’s Magnet designation for Nursing 
Excellence from the American Nurses Credentialing Center. St. Luke’s earned 
its first Magnet designation in 2009 and was redesignated three additional 
times. Only about 10% of hospitals receive Magnet designation, and fewer 
than 2% have received it four times. St. Luke’s is the only hospital in Cedar 
Rapids to have earned this prestigious honor.  

As Carmen moves on to the next chapter in her life, we are excited to 
welcome Kristin McVay as Chief Nursing Officer for UnityPoint Health – 
Cedar Rapids. Kristin has more than 20 years of healthcare experience in 
the Cedar Rapids region. Her visionary thinking, collaborative approach 
and commitment to clinical excellence and patient safety make her uniquely 
positioned to advance nursing excellence in our community and throughout 
UnityPoint Health.

With gratitude for all you do, 

Casey Greene 
Market President, UnityPoint Health – Cedar Rapids

Mary Klinger, President 
UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation

Welcome

Carmen Kleinsmith and Kristin McVay



The Foundation would also 
like to welcome Travis Foss as 
senior director of development. 
Travis comes to us from the 
University of Iowa Center for 
Advancement where he had been 
in a development role since 2018. 
Prior to that he was at Coe College. 
Travis has a Master’s degree from Saint Ambrose 
University and a Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
University of Iowa. 

The Foundation wishes to thank Kathy Epley, who 
retired from the board after nine years of service. 

Capital

OUR CULTURE

In 2025, our amazing team members, providers and 
volunteers gave more than $270,503 to St. Luke’s 
Health Care Foundation. St. Luke’s Volunteer Services 
also contributed the equivalent of $1,075,277 in 
labor costs to St. Luke’s Hospital, reflecting the 
essential role they play in supporting our mission. 
And St. Luke’s Gift Shop’s donation of $150,000 to  
St. Luke’s Auxiliary helped fund a significant gift to 
Abbe Center for Community Mental Health. Together, 
your dedication and generosity strengthen our 
hospital and community every day.

UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation is pleased 
to welcome four new board members.

Physicians’ Clinic of Iowa Chief Executive Officer Eric Dalton, 
Cedar Graphics Accounting Manager Shadia Igram, Corda 
Credit Union Foundation Executive Director Ryne George and 
community volunteer Kate Minette.

2025 FUNDING PURPOSE	
Capital	 $2,611,110
Education	 $217,559
Employee Assistance	 $72,401
Equipment	 $132,573
Patient Assistance	 $127,594
Programs & Services	 $1,320,277
Scholarships	 $253,987

Total	 $4,735,501

Eric Dalton Shadia Igram Ryne George Kate Minette

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jim Levett, MD, Chair
Mary Hagen, Vice Chair
Susan Ovel, Secretary
Luke Hicks, Treasurer
Lois Buntz
Tami Culver
Eric Dalton
David Ernst
Ryne George
Brian Globokar

Casey Greene
Shadia Igram
Guy Johnson
Stanley Mathew, MD
Kate Minette
Gene Neighbor
Gwen Randall
Connie Robinson
Betsy Souer
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UNITYPOINT HEALTH – ST. LUKE’S  
HEALTH CARE FOUNDATION STAFF
Mary Klinger, President
Tonya Arnold, Senior Director of Operations
Julie Coppock, Grants Manager
Travis Foss, Senior Development Director
Jennifer Pettigrew, Donor Relations
Danielle Rauser, Development Director
Jennifer Sweeney, Director Annual Giving
Vanessa Taylor, Data Services Manager

MEET THE FOUNDATION
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Travis Foss
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A cancer diagnosis changes…everything. So many 
questions, so much to decide. What kind of treatment will 
you have? Can you still work? How will your loved ones be 
affected? And how much will all this cost?

The last thing a cancer patient should have to worry 
about is putting food on the table or having enough gas 
to drive to doctor appointments. But for too many in our 
community, fears like that can be a reality.

That’s why the Helen G. Nassif Community Cancer Center 
created the Patient Assistance Spirit Fund. The Nassif 
Community Cancer Center’s mission is to help and support 
patients and their family members from diagnosis through 
survivorship. That includes reducing the barriers to cancer 
care so patients get the effective treatment and follow-up 
services they need.

“Our caregivers saw patients who were struggling with 
basic necessities,” explains manager Matt Schmitz. “The 
Spirit Fund provides direct financial relief for individuals 
with a cancer diagnosis. Qualifying patients can receive 
up to $500 in gift card support to cover essentials such 
as food, fuel or medical supplies that aren’t covered by 
insurance.”

St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation has started an annual 
fundraising campaign on behalf of the Spirit Fund, with 
the goal of helping 100 cancer patients a year. The 
Transamerica Foundation has generously contributed 
$20,000 towards that goal. Other gifts include a 
transportation grant from the American Cancer Society. 

Qualifying patients must be receiving oncology care within 
the Nassif Community Cancer Center’s service area and be 
under the care of at least one Community Cancer Center 
provider. Eligibility is based on annual household income.

“The Spirit Fund reflects the compassion of a community 
coming together to support individuals and families 
facing cancer,” says Laura Wirth, Transamerica Foundation 
board member. “The Transamerica Foundation is proud 
to support St. Luke's Health Care Foundation in providing 
practical assistance that allows patients to focus on their 
health and healing.”

Matt adds, “The need for Spirit Fund assistance is greater 
than ever. Cancer rates in Iowa are on the rise. With grocery 
and fuel costs up and benefits shrinking, any help we can 
give our patients will make a real difference in their quality 
of life.”

Matt Schmitz, Nassif Community Cancer Center Manager

HELEN G. NASSIF 
COMMUNITY 
CANCER CENTER

Easing the 
Burden for 
Cancer Patients

The need for help from the Spirit Fund continues 
to exceed the available dollars. Now St. Luke’s 
Health Care Foundation is raising $50,000 to ease 
the burden for cancer patients in our community. 
Donate today at communitycancercenter.org or 
call (319) 369-8100 for more information.
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HEART EXPANSION CAMPAIGN

Her Heart is with the 
Heart Department

Therese Rowell remembers that day in 2007 when her 
husband, Dave, had his heart attack. “From the moment 
we arrived in St. Luke’s ER, they focused their attention on 
him like he was the only person there. Dave was a tough 
retired policeman and I’d never seen him scared before. 
But everyone was so reassuring. I can’t say enough about 
their kindness and thoroughness.”

Therese also credits St. Luke’s Cardiac Rehab with 
supporting Dave on his road to recovery. She recalls, 
“Even though it was a group class, they focused on him  
as an individual, answered his questions and helped  
him heal.”

Therese and Dave had given to St. Luke's Health Care 
Foundation before, but after that they focused their 
donations on heart care, especially cardiac rehab.  
And although she lost Dave to a stroke in 2024,  
Therese continues to contribute annually to the 
Foundation, adding, “My heart will always be with  
the heart department.”

With support from St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation, 
UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s Hospital is now in the 
third and final phase of its $25 million Heart & Vascular 
expansion. Phase 1, completed in 2023, expanded the 
capacity of electrophysiology services to treat patients 
who need pacemakers, implantable defibrillators, and 

ablation procedures for irregular heart rhythms. Phase 2 
wrapped up in January 2025 with the opening of two new 
vascular and interventional radiology labs, for imaging, 
biopsies, treatment of aneurysms and restoring blood flow 
to blocked vessels.

The final phase—a hybrid operating room—is now 
underway and will be home to advanced procedures like 
TAVR (transcatheter aortic valve replacement) and mitral 
valve repair using MitraClip. The completed expansion 
will help ensure St. Luke’s can accommodate the growing 
number of patients who require specialized heart and 
vascular care.

Therese Rowell is proud to contribute to the growth of 
St. Luke’s cardiovascular program. She says, “After Dave’s 
heart attack, we had 17 more years together. Giving to 
St. Luke's Health Care Foundation is my way to thank 
everyone who helped make that possible.”

Therese Rowell (center) and her family.

You can help build healthier futures for cardiovascular 
patients when you support St. Luke’s Heart & Vascular 
expansion campaign. For more information, call  
St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation at (319) 369-7716. 



It’s been over a year since Officer Kyah 
joined UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s 
security team, and her boss says she’s 
already made a big impact. 

“Much of the work our department 
does is behind the scenes,” explains 
Security Manager Andrew Novotny. 
“Kyah is a visible reminder we are on 
the job protecting everyone who walks 
through our doors.”

A very good dog, Officer Kyah 
has helped de-escalate potentially 
violent situations. Her training in drug 
detection has also resulted in fewer 
narcotics being brought onto  
St. Luke’s campus. Andrew says 
patients love seeing her. 

“They tell us how beautiful she is, but 
she also makes people feel safe.”

St. Luke’s Hospital K-9 program was 
made possible with support from  
St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation.  
Now the Foundation is raising money 
to add a second dog, handler and 
security vehicle to the program.

“Another dog and K-9 handler will give 
us an extra layer of security during 
the day shift when our facility is at its 
busiest,” Andrew says. “And the vehicle 
has special safety features to keep the 
dog safe and secure.

“Unfortunately, hospital workers 
are four times more likely to face 
workplace violence than other 
employee groups,” he adds.  
“We want our team members to 
focus on providing great care for 
our patients, without having to worry 
about their own welfare. A fully staffed 
K-9 program is an important step in 
keeping everyone—team members, 
patients, visitors and volunteers—safe.”
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Campus Security Car

St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation 
is raising $100,000 to support  
St. Luke’s K-9 program. Your gift 
now will help make our campus 
safer for patients, visitors and  
team members. Donate at  
uph.link/CRGive or call  
(319) 369-7716.

Doing Her Duty to Keep 
Our Campus Safe

Officer Kyah

OFFICER KYAH
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Robert Joslin lost his battle with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease) in 1989, 
but his legacy lives on. The Joslin Fund for Rehabilitation was created 
as a joint project of the Iowa Farm Bureau Foundation and St. Luke’s 
Health Care Foundation to honor Bob’s service as a past president 
of the Iowa Farm Bureau. All 99 county Farm Bureaus, as well as 
Bureau vendors and Bob’s family and friends, contributed more than 
$136,000 to establish the fund in keeping with the Iowa tradition of 
“helping your neighbors in a time of need.”

Over the years, Joslin Endowment funds have supported St. Luke’s 
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation (PM&R) in helping people of 
all ages with brain and spinal cord injuries, stroke and chronic 
neurological conditions including ALS. Contributions from the fund 
have benefited patients by providing equipment, facility upgrades 
and continuing education for the nursing staff. Most recently, Joslin 
Endowment Fund dollars helped St. Luke’s PM&R purchase the 
ARCEX Therapy System to improve hand sensation and strength, as 
well as the innovative HydroWorx 300 aquatic therapy tank. 

You can lend a helping hand now when you give to the St. Luke’s 
PM&R Wish List. Items on the list include the Bioness Integrated 
Therapy System (BITS3.0). Its interactive touchscreen and advanced 
programs help patients improve hand-eye coordination, balance 
and cognitive issues. Also on the list is the STISIM Drive G4 
that allows therapists to integrate innovative driving simulation 
technology into everyday practice to help patients regain their 
independence and our communities stay safe. 

Endowments like the Joslin Endowment Fund and gifts of all sizes 
from our friends and neighbors have a direct impact on patient 
outcomes. With the right equipment and the support of our skilled 
team, over 96 percent of St. Luke’s PM&R patients reach their  
rehab goals. 

PHYSICAL MEDICINE & 
REHABILITATION

Helping Your 
Neighbors in Need

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Wish List

STISIM Drive G4 simulator

The Integrated Therapy System (BITS3.0), helps patients improve 
coordination, balance and cognitive issues.

Your gift to St. Luke’s PM&R Wish List will help patients make 
great strides on their road to recovery. Donate now at give.
unitypoint.org/rehab or call St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation  
at (319) 369-7716.



Safe, Secure Baby Nutrition Starts Here
NUTRITION ROOM

We’re $55,000 short of our Nutrition Room 
goal. Help us support babies and children at 
UnityPoint Health – St Luke’s with your gift to 
the Helen G. Nassif Center for Women’s and 
Children’s Health. Donate at uph.link/CRGive 
or call us at  (319) 369-7716.
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Four out of five babies born in the Cedar Rapids area 
are born at St. Luke’s. In addition, other hospitals transfer 
newborns here when they need the specialized care of a 
Level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). 

In 2025, St. Luke’s had approximately 270 babies in the 
NICU, with each infant requiring six to eight feedings 
a day. It is essential every baby entrusted to our care 
receives the right nutrition for their needs. That’s why  
St. Luke’s Helen G. Nassif Center for Women’s and 
Children’s Health is creating a designated milk and 
formula room. 

This state-of-the-art Nutrition Room will enable us to 
store and prepare formulas and pumped breast milk in a 
centralized, sterile environment. Staff trained in preparing 
feedings according to strict protocols will ensure safe, 
accurate delivery of each infant’s personalized nutrition.

The Nutrition Room is being funded entirely by 
contributions from our donors, including a $100,000 gift 
from the Dr. Morgan J. Foster Pediatric Care Endowment 
Fund. Dr. Foster, who passed away in 1973, was the 
epitome of a dedicated country physician. He was also 
one of Iowa’s first pediatricians, bringing specialized care 
to babies and children throughout Linn County. 

“I remember my father answering the phone in the 
evening, then taking his black bag and going out to 
make house calls,” says Dr. Foster’s daughter Julie Foster 
Van Camp. “He had a true heart for our community and 
understood the needs of farm families. At times he would 
even take a chicken as payment for his services!

“My father was a firm believer in preventive medicine,” 
she adds. “This Nutrition Room will help prevent 
avoidable illnesses and increase the safety of nutrition 
programs for babies at St. Luke’s. My first grandchildren, 
now 36 years old, were premature twins, so I have a 
special interest in improvements to the NICU. And I’m 
proud this gift will honor my father’s legacy of caring for 
young children and families in Iowa.”
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GUARDIAN ANGEL PROGRAM

A Meaningful Way to Say Thank You

One minute Kathy Curfman was getting ready to make 
dinner. Then a sudden wave of vomiting, diarrhea 
and chest pain had Kathy in an ambulance speeding 
to UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s Hospital Emergency 
Department in Cedar Rapids. 

“They did an EKG right away and it was OK,” recalls Kathy. 
“I told my husband good news—it’s not a heart attack!  
I don’t remember much after that.”

Emergency medicine physician Ryan Dowden, MD, was 
certain Kathy was experiencing an aortic dissection—a 
catastrophic tear in the body’s main artery. He ordered 
a CT scan that confirmed his diagnosis and immediately 
arranged her transfer to the surgical specialists who  
would spend 16 hours repairing her damaged aorta  
and other arteries.

Today, Kathy is grateful for her new lease on life. So, she 
decided to make Guardian Angel donations through  
St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation to recognize the 
caregivers who made a difference for her.

“One was in honor of my St. Luke’s cardiac rehab team,” 
explains Kathy. “What happened to me was very scary. 
They helped me get over my fears as I recovered. I also 

made a donation for the Guardian Angel who saved my 
life. I didn’t remember Dr. Dowden, but I knew he played 
an important role in why I’m here today.”

She adds, “Saying thank you to Dr. Dowden seemed so 
insignificant, but it’s all I had.”

For Dr. Dowden, it was more than significant. “When 
a patient like Kathy leaves the ER, you’re praying she 
survives. But as an emergency room doctor, you rarely 
get to see patients again. That Kathy chose to honor me 
was very special. Meeting her again and sharing in the 
excitement of her survival and recovery made it even more 
meaningful.”

As for the Foundation’s Guardian Angel program,  
Dr. Dowden says, “We need the right equipment, training 
and facilities to deliver the top-notch health care that we do. 
St. Luke's Health Care Foundation plays a key role in that!”

Dr. Ryan Dowden (center) receives a Guardian Angel Award

You can say thank you to the caregivers who went 
above and beyond for you or your loved ones. 
Guardian Angel gifts can be any size, and a ceremony 
honors the recipients. For more information, call  
(319) 369-7716.
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PLANNED GIVING

Taking the “Overwhelming” Out 
of Estate Planning
Planning for the inevitable isn’t easy. St. Luke’s Health Care 
Foundation offers a complimentary service that can take 
the “overwhelming” out of drawing up an estate plan.  
Just ask Kristen and Travis Kasner.

“Like many people, we’d postponed planning our wills 
and estates,” admits Kristen. “It’s not fun to think about 
your inevitable death, but we see this as a gift for our 
children. We’re making decisions now so they’re not 
burdened with them in the future.”

Kristen is a certified Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner and 
Childhood Assessment, Referral and Early Intervention 
program coordinator with St. Luke’s Child Protection 
Center. She and her husband, Travis, an electrical engineer 
at Van Meter, decided to take advantage of confidential 
one-on-one consulting services with estate planning 
specialist Johni Hays. A senior vice president with 
Thompson & Associates, Johni works with St. Luke's Health 
Care Foundation to help our friends and supporters craft 
their estate plans.

“We’ve been offering this as a benefit for several years,” 
explains Julie Coppock, grants manager for St. Luke’s 

Health Care Foundation. “Of course we’re gratified if 
people ultimately decide to include the Foundation in 
their estate planning, but there’s no requirement. And 
because these consultations are extremely confidential, 
the only way we know if we are included in someone’s 
plans is if they themselves choose to tell us.”

The Kasners met with Johni several times. “There was no 
pressure,” says Kristen. “We talked about our hopes and 
dreams—what we want our retirement to look like and what 
we want for our kids and grandkids after we’re gone. We 
also talked about the things we value and what we’d like 
our legacy to be.”

Travis notes, “Kristen and I were in general agreement on 
the things that were important to us, and Johni helped us 
drill down into the specifics. She also showed us how to 
structure our assets so we get the maximum benefit for 
our heirs by minimizing the amount that goes to taxes.”

Kristen wants part of the estate to support the Child 
Protection Center (CPC). “I’ve worked there since 2012 
and I’ve seen how donations to St. Luke’s Health Care 
Foundation benefit the kids and families we serve. I want 

Kristen and Travis Kasner

Kristen and Travis Kasner



KOEHLER SOCIETY 
MEMBERS
Koehler Legacy Society honors and 

encourages donors to remember St. Luke's 

Health Care Foundation with estate or 

other planned gifts. 

Anonymous 

Robert* & Elizabeth Allsop

Dr. Ken & Kathy Anderson

Anonymous (4)

Dr. Dustin & Tonya Arnold

Lorna Barnes

Dean & Gale Beer

Randy and Julie Behr (New)

Todd Betzer

J. Scott & Joann Bogguss

Sondra Lea Bolsinger-Lamb

Peg Bradke

Robert & Lois Buntz

Ernest* & Joanne Buresh

Dr. Robert & Sharon Caldwell

Dr. Rhys B. Jones* & Valerie Chittick

Terri Christoffersen

Paul & Carol Collingsworth 

Don & Ramona K. Cook

Marilyn B. DeLange

Sallie & James* Driscoll

Shannon & DeLane Duval

Dr. Susan L. Enzle

Steve & Kathy Epley

Kevin & Linda Finck (New)

Julie Foster Van Camp

Arnold* & Helen Freeman

Helen & Dale Fye

Faye Gerner

Sally & Steve Gray

Mike and Barb Haeder (New)

Paul & Mary Hagen

Marcia & James Holley

Susan Horihan (New)

Senator Merlin & Darlene* Hulse

G. Richard & Jacqueline Johnson

Travis and Kristen Kasner (New) 

John & Pat Kerr

Mary Klinger & Dave Nieuwsma

Dr. Whealan M. Koontz (New) 

Mary Kramer

Dr. Keith & Cheryl Krewer

Douglas & Sharon Laird

Chris & Jane Lindell

Dennis & Alice Mans

Nyla McCall

Gary McEowen

David & Ruth* Mcguire

Jean Means

Dick and Kate Minette (New) 

David* & Patricia Miller

Chris & Bruce* Montross

Dale & Cheryl Moore

Jean Munson

Mary B. Myers (New)

Greg & Debbie Neumeyer

Crystal Nodurft

Mary Ann & Sam Osborn

Dr. Merlin & Ruth Ann Osborn

William* & Char Osborne

Ann Overton

Tammy L. Peterson 

Carolyn E. Pigott Rosberg

Marvin* & Beverly Pospisil

Dale & Caryl Rammelsberg

Duane & LouAnne Sands

Nancy & Jim Schoeben

Thomas & Margaret* Sears

Dr. Gerald & Nancy Shirk

Nancy & John* Skogsbergh

Barry & Cari Spear

Gary* & Susan Speicher

Dr. James & Marianna Stickley

Claude* & M.J. Thompson

Dr. Jean Todd Duncan *

Curtis & Betty Torrey* 

Theodore & Cathy Townsend

David & Sue* Verhille

Susan Welty

Jean Young (New)

ESTATE GIFTS
David & Mary Johnson	

Ida Kansky Trust	

James Kelley	

William Hasek

                                            *Deceased

to give back so the CPC can continue to meet the needs 
of children who have experienced abuse.”

Travis chose to fund St. Luke’s Diabetes Camp for kids…
and for a deeply personal reason. He says, “Kristen 
and I met in fifth grade. That’s about the same time 
she was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes. I’ve seen 
how demanding this disease is and how it impacts her 
quality of life. I also know not every child with diabetes 
has access to the same resources and support system 
we have. If there’s a way to improve the quality of life for 
others, I want to be a part of that.”

Adds Kristen, “We could not have had a better 
experience. If you have the opportunity to work with 
Johni on your estate plans, take it!”
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Johni Hays knows how to help individuals minimize 
their tax obligations while positively impacting 
generations to come. 

For more information on how you can take 
advantage of this complimentary and confidential 
service, contact St. Luke’s Health Care Foundation  
at (319) 369-7716.
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ROLL OF HONOR
Gifts received 
(cash & pledge
payments) in 2025 

^ = through Greater Cedar 
Rapids Community 
Foundation; 

+ = deceased 

$250,000+
Gerdin Charitable Foundation

James Kelley+

The Hall-Perrine Foundation

United Way of East  

Central Iowa

$100,000+
Area Ambulance Service

Carleen & Eugene Grandon 

Charitable Foundation

Carol Hills

David+ and Mary+ Johnson

Wayne and Nan Kocourek

Dr. Keith and Cheryl Krewer

St. Luke's Hospital Gift Shop

$50,000+
M. Paul & Glennys Brimmer 

Foundation

Graham Construction

William Hasek+

Dr. Roy & Bess Keech Estate

Linn County Early  

Childhood Iowa

National Opioid Settlement 

Funds

Jim and Diana Skogsbergh

TrueNorth Companies

United Fire Group

$25,000+
Aiming For a Cure Foundation

BAE Systems

Farmers State Bank, Marion

Steve and Sally Gray ^

SEI

Transamerica Foundation 

Variety - the Children's Charity

$15,000+
Robert+ and Elizabeth  

Allsop Trust

Steve and Mary Beth+ Allsop 

Voice of Hope Foundation

Charlie and Pat Becker

Dr. James and Rachele Bell

Cedar Rapids Bank & Trust Co.

Terri Christoffersen

Climate Engineers

Cockburn Family Trust

Marlene Hill

Carmen and Mike Kleinsmith

Doug and Sharon Laird

LT Memorial Foundation

Rick and Joyce Trotter

Julie Zimmerman

$10,000+
Baird Foundation, Inc.

Todd Betzer

Cindy and Michael Dunn

Kathy and Steve Epley

The ESCO Group

David Nieuwsma and Mary 

Klinger

Larry and Mary Kramer

Dr. Jim and Paula Levett

Michelle Niermann

Shuttleworth & Ingersoll

Team Breast Friends

Thrivent

Tri-City Group

$7,500+
American Online Giving

BankIowa

Cedar Memorial Funeral  

Home Co.

Chrome Divas of Cedar Rapids

Anonymous

Casey and Holly Greene

John and Linda Hecklsmiller

Dr. Donald and Joyce Paynter

Pipe Pro, Inc.

David+ and Sue Tesdahl

$5,000+
Alliant Energy

Cargill Inc.

CauseTeam

Central Iowa Power Cooperative

CoBank ACB

Crescent - Janko Masonic 

Foundation

Tami and Todd Culver

Stephen Dewitt

Diamond V ^

East Central Iowa Acute Care, LLP

Dr. Jay Friesen

Faye Gerner

GreatAmerica Financial Services 

Fund

GreenState Credit Union

Paul and Mary Hagen

Donald and Amy Johnson

Kathy Johnson

Jones Regional Medical Center 

Foundation Board

Linn County Anesthesiologists, 

P.C.

Dr. Stanley Mathew and  

Dr. Gitanjali Singh

MidWestOne Bank

MidWestOne Bank Foundation

Dave and Lisa Morris

Mary Myers

Gene and Jeanie Neighbor

Physicians' Clinic of Iowa, P.C.

Therese Rowell

Nancy and Jim Schoeben

Steve and Judith Shank

Peggy and Leland Smithson

Jerry Snead and Sarah Morgan

St. Luke's Medical Staff

Strategic Financial Solutions, LLC

Mike and Susan Tiernan

Ted and Cathy Townsend

Dr. Steven Wahle and Dr. JoAnn 

German Wahle

$2,500+
Ruth Altermatt+

Altorfer Inc.

Dr. Ken and Kathy Anderson

Anonymous

Dr. Dustin and Tonya Arnold

Bern Family Foundation

Sheryl Brehm

Mike Bringolf

Cedar Rapids RoughRiders

Dominick J. McDermott Trust

Drs. Jen and Brian Donovan

Jerry Dooley

Randy and Dodie Easton

F & M Bank

Brian and Beth Globokar

Stanley and Sara Goldstein

Marilyn Gott

Dr. John and Nancy Herring

Lucas and Abby Hicks

Hills Bank and Trust Company

Kathy Horan

Dr. Kathryn Kaufman

Dr. Steven and Michele Kelly

Dr. Steven and Joy Mindrup

Oak Hill Jackson Neighborhood 

Association

Mary and Steve Odegaard

Lisa Pisney

Quad Cities Community 

Foundation

Radiology Consultants of Iowa, 

PLC

Dale and Caryl Rammelsberg

Dr. Ronald and Sue Reider

Susanna Rezikyan and Robert 

Anthony

Duffy and Belva Schamberger

Robert Schreckengast

Brian and Molly Scott

Gary and Susan Streit

United Way of Johnson and 

Washington Counties

White Cross Society ^

$1,000+
Nick and Cristiane AbouAssaly

Action Sewer & Septic Service, 

Inc.

Deb Adamec

Alexander Lippisch Chaper IPMS 

USA

Dr. Alecia Allen

Bankers Trust

Linda Barkdoll

Patty Barnes

Randy and Julia Bauer

Our community is amazing. In 2025, generous supporters of St. Luke’s Health Care 
Foundation joined hands with us to ensure exceptional medical care and compassion 
remains close to home and is available when patients need it most. We are deeply 
grateful to the following individuals, families, organizations and businesses who help 
make the programs and services at UnityPoint Health – Cedar Rapids possible.

ROLL OF 
HONOR



Benchmark, Inc

Valissa and Jeffrey Berg

Bill Berger

Dr. Arlon Berkhof and Tara 

Beem

Valerie Boddicker

Peg Bradke

Kim and Jon Bro

Walter Brown

Lois and Bob Buntz

David and Donna Buresh

Steven and Suzanne Caves

Cedar Point Capital Partners

Mona and Don Cook

Frieda Coonrod

Betty Debban

Dental Prosthetic Services Inc.

Larry and Arnola Dewell+

Denver and Carol Dillard

Dr. Craig and Barbara Dove

Dr. Dianna Edwards

Rex and Kathy Eno

Faith Mission Thrift Store

Linda Feller

Wilbur Floming

Dr. Ron and Corinne Gambach

Jennifer Gaulke

Goldman Sachs & Co.

Dr. Matt and Carrie Gray

Kathy Gretter

Karla Hamdorf

Dr. Emilie and Casey Hansen

Karen Hansen

Curt and Leah Heideman

Michael and Jill Heinrich

Pat Hermann

Senator Merlin Hulse

Hunter Companies

ImOn Communications

It Has to Matter

Dr. Eric Johnson

Dr. James and Sherrie Justice

Dr. Melissa Kahler

Sheryl Kelly

John and Pat Kerr

The Kenneth K. Kinsey Family 

Foundation

Kenneth and Jeanette Kinsey

Scott and Carla Kizer

Knights of Columbus -  

St. Thomas Council #1962

James and Karen Koch

Dave+ and Betty Krahling

Kwik Trip, Inc. - HQ

Dr. James and Nancy 

LaMorgese

Kellie Lindblom

Chris and Jane Lindell

Local Union Community 

Charities

Pamela Mahany

Kimberly Malcolm

Jena Maloney

Sandra McIntosh

Carol Meade

Mercy Medical Staff

John Meyer

Kenneth and Amy Meyer

Patricia Miller

Adam and Danielle Misfeldt

Chris Montross and  

Patty Seger

Doug and Marva Neighbor

Brenda Oehler

Mark Ogden and Iris 

Muchmore

Okoboji Foundation

F. Forbes & Ann Olberg 

Endowment Fund ^

Mary Ann and Sam Osborn

Susan Ovel

Robert Panek

George Parry

Lanette Passman

Mr. Nilesh Patel

Ruth Pearson

Keith Peyton

David Phillips

Peg and Derrick Pickering

James and Mary Pratt

Richard and Bonnie Raddatz

Laura and John Rainey

Raining Rose

Dana Ralfs

Maurice and Leona Rapoport 

Endowed Fund

Dr. Brian Ray

Raytheon Technologies/

Operations & Supply Chain

Tina Recker

Vicky Richards

Ervin and Cynthia Root

Saint Pius X Parish

Teresa Schafer

David and Jennifer 

Schuchmann

Ann Sealy

Thomas Sears

Jackie Smith Duggan

Starbucks Foundation: 

Neighborhood Grants Fund

Eric Suter

T & M Services, Inc.

Terracon Consultants

Diane Thompson

Jane and Larry Tjaden

Dr. Regina and Ryan Torson

Dr. Chris and Charity Tyler

Sara and Dan Veerhusen

Janice Wahle

Walter-Kelly Memorial Golf 

Tournament

Andrea Watkinson

Lori Weih

Andrew and Susan Wille

James Willett

Kara Wilson

$500+
Dr. Megan Adams Rieck

Amber Adams

Dr. Azeemuddin and Mrs. 

Faaiza Ahmed

Karen Allyn

Rita Balichek

Nicholas Ball

Teresa Barnhill

Beverly and Gary Bearbower

Christina Berthel

Dr. Thomas Bollinger and Amy 

Dudgeon

Myrt Bowers

Sarah Brown

Anne Brummell

Donna Butikofer

Michelle Chlebeck

Diana and Joe Cira

Jay and Lee Clancey

Clark & Associates Prosthetics 

and Orthotics

Nicklaus Clark

Clark's Pharmacy

Mary Clouse

Julie L. Coppock

DR Decision Resources LLC

Carrie Driscoll

Sallie Driscoll

Don and Karen Ertl

Laurel Estes

Monica Farmer

William and Kerri Feldhaus

First Evangelical Lutheran 

Church

First Lutheran Church

First Presbyterian Church

Robin Flaugher

Dale Freeman

Paula Fry

Gas & Electric Credit Union

Alberto and Karin Gasparoni

Lori Hampton
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Dr. Jim and Shellie Bell

(L-R) Casey, Hayden 
Addison and Holly Greene

Chelsea Putz (left) and  
Sarah Hefflefinger

4 West, Physical Medicine 
& Rehab and Pet Therapy 
Volunteers Guardian Angel 
presentation Dr. Craig Dove

Helen G. Nassif 
Community Cancer 
Center Creative Art 
Session with DKW Art 
Gallery

Helen G. Nassif Community 
Cancer Center Family Care 

Program event at the Kernels 
sponosred by Aiming for a Cure

James and Nancy Houtz

Jeanie and Gene 
Neighbor

Lois and Bob Buntz Molly and Brian Scott

LT Memorial Foundation 
2025 check presentation

Nancy Schoeben



Hanger Clinic

Dr. Tork and Lynn Harman

John Harris

Dr. David and Susan Haupt

Sarah Hefflefinger

Jennifer Hinz

Brenda Hogan

Richard and Ellen Hull

Johnson Controls

David and Gloria Johnson

Eric Jones

Jodi Joslin

Penny Kadlec

Scott Kallemeyn

Ida K. Kansky+ Trust

Cheryl Keating

Brenda Keller

Julie Kelly-Molander and Brett 

Molander

Amber Kinnison

James D and Barbara K Klein

Aaron Kolko

Tina and Shawn Lampe

Carrie Lawson

Brandy LeClere

Lisa Lehmkuhl

Aimee Lenton

Linn Area Credit Union

Lisbon United Methodist 

Church

Leah and Justin Loomer

Lynne E. Hanse Perpetual 

Charitable Trust

Dennis and Alice Mans

Shannon McDermott

Justin McDonald

Douglas McKechnie

Jean Means+

Joni Moeller

Momentum Independent 

Network

Rebecca Moore

Michael Mulford

Jan Mussell

Amy Nath

David Neff

Dr. Bryan and Jessica Netolicky

Mark Neuhaus

Drs. Kerri and Andrew Nowell

James Oberreuter

Loren Olson

Rebecca Olson

Kandy Ortgies

Jen Pettigrew

Kelly Printy

Dr. Tyler Rasmussen

Sharon Rawson

Andrea Remington

Sarah and Richard 

Rheinschmidt

Douglas and Maya Richards

Robert Risdale

Connie Robinson

Michael Robinson

Paris Roby

John Rogers

RPI

Richard Russ

Marcia Sadler

Emily Scherbring

Paul+ and Rebecca Shawver

John Sheehan

Shive-Hattery Architecture + 

Engineering

Katie Sievert

Nina Simmons

Annette Skoog

Julianne and Marty Smith

Susan and Drew Smith

Shawn Snitkey

Elizabeth Standefer

Stonebridge Financial Partners 

LLC

Jon Stork

Anne and Dan Strellner

Anonymous

David and Jill Sutton

Jennifer Sweeney

Joseph Terfler

Bruce and Jan Thorsen

Dr. Daniel and Karen Trimble

Gretchen Van Heukelom

Van Meter, Inc. ^

Jessica Van Osdel

Linda and Craig Von Ahsen

Megan Vranish

Dr. John Warren and Jean 

Treder

George and Teresa Weiner

Candace Whitman-Workman

Mark and Tara Willis

Jill Wilson

Natalie and Alan Zaehringer

Bev and Mort Zenor

$250+
Michelle Ackman

Angela Agne

Lisa Ainsworth

Kristine Albert

Joan and Donald Alton

Anderson Financial Services, 

Inc.

Megan Andresen

Janet Avis

Jon Bancks

Stacey Barrett

BarTini's

Erica Batcheler

BGHN Associates, P.C.

Nita Bickford

Nancy and David Brauhn

Shelly Brecht

Lisa Brekke

Richard and Judith Burns

Mark Butschi

Teresa and James Byers

Dave Carolan

DJ Castelein

Charities Aid Foundation 

America

Dr. William Ching

Brian Clark

Darwin and Elizabeth Coleman

Dawn Cook

Connie Copper-Render

Bradley Cowdin

Cheryl Dake

Carrie Dempsey

Kaitlin Dice

Connie Dietiker

Elizabeth Dietrich

Brandie Dolter

Debra Doty

Darlene and Harold Duckett

Mary and Larry Elgin

Michael Farr

Terry Fehring

Suzanne Felton

Mona Feuss

Dorina Forkenbrock

Scott and Cheri Francik

John and Angela Freeman

Larry and Sally Friedhoff

Thomas Furnish

Gals Who Give of Linn County

Lisa Gantenbein

Jeremy Gardemann

Tim Garner

Kara Gillund

Richard and Janet Glynn

Katie Good

Barbara Hall

Dr. Marlee Hansen

Lori Hardin

Steph Hargrave

Matthew Haywood

Steven and Heather Hazlett

Rose Hedges

Christal Henderson

Matt Henley

Lisa Heno
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Baseball teams K-Town and 
E IA Thunder at the Fighting 

Cancer Together Baseball 
Tournament Cyndi Bern Scott

Don and Mona Cook

Bill Ryder & Jill Oldham 
Ryder

Dr. Ken and Kathy 
Anderson

Emilie and Casey Hansen

Helen G. Nassif 
Community Cancer Center 

Grow Happy Session with 
Cassie Goedken and family

Helen G. Nassif 
Community Cancer 

Center Surivor's Month 
celebration

John McDermott (left) 
and Dr. Stanley Mathew Judy and Gary Bjornsen

Nancy Skogsbergh

Mary (center right) received 
the 2025 Allsop Family - 

Exemplary Service Award

Marva and Doug 
Neighbor

Nyla and Dean McCall

Rosanne Van Cura Jeff and Sallie Selfridge
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Tara Beem and  
Dr. Arlon Berkhof

Birth Care Center Guardian 
Angel ceremony

McKenzie (center right) received 
the Steve and Mary Beth Allsop - 
Compassionate Care Award

Doug and Sharon 
Laird

Rick and Mary 
Springsteen

Helen G. Nassif 
Community Cancer 

Center Children's Holiday 
Celebration

(L-R) Patty Frantz, Deb 
Larson, Patsy Porter, Melody 
Strub with Team Breast 
Friends

James and Gwen 
Randall

Team Breast 
Friends 2025 Check 
Presentation

Kids at the Fighting 
Cancer Together Baseball 

Tournament

Patient Care Excellence Award 
and Scholarships Susan Ovel

Todd Betzer
Sarah Anne (left) 
and Sue Speicher

Mary Henry

Laura Hepker

Ellen Hilsabeck

Dot Hinman

Bradley and Jennifer 

Hoeppner

Marcia and Jim Holley

Larry and Victoria Holst

Walter and Nancy Horn

Nancy Houtz

Carla Huber

Brian Husemann

Brooke Johnson

G. Richard and Jacqueline 

Johnson

Guy and Arlene Johnson

Shar Jones

Tari Jones

Phil Jorgensen

Jacob Jorgenson

Jordan Kelly

Kenwood Records 

Management

Mary Beth Keuter

Delores Klever

Stacey Klostermann

Knights of Columbus

Kelly Kray

Tara Kress

Stacy Kretz

Kevin Kron

Nancy Kuhn

Brian Lahey

Lisa Lambi

Brenda Lansing

Camilla Lawrence

Penny Light

Lisbon United Women in Faith

Jessica Lohrer

Ron Loveless

Lovely Lane Methodist Church

Rachel Lucas

Jessica Mackey

Sheryl Manchester

Kathie Manderscheid

Pam Mann

Katherina McCauley

Joy and David McCulla

Maureen McEvoy

Denae McGrath

Julie McNeal

Kristin McVay

Jon and Jenny Metzen

Jody Michael

David and Deborah Miell

David and Janet Moeller

Chloe Mogensen

Mike Moody

Clint and Gale Mote

Mount Vernon Bank & Trust 

Co.

Murdoch Funeral Homes

Barbara Neese

Susan Novak

Andrew Novotny

Kara Nulle

Jen Oltmanns

Ronald and Tamara Onsager

Sandra Perry

Justine Peterson

Tammy Peterson

Nick Pfeiffer

Tamela and Alan Pink

Elizabeth Pithan

Jim and Marilyn Podgorski

Jennifer Powers

Donna Prier

Michelle Pugh

Brent Rairdin

Gwen and James Randall

Dr. David and Mrs. Mary Jo 

Rater ^

Danielle Rauser

Katherine Read

David and Betsy Remley

Kenneth Reynolds

Robert Rice

Glen Rickey

Richard Ring

Karen Rivera

Mary Lou Robinson

Ross Robinson

Larry Rodgers

Amanda Ruffridge

Linda and John Rutherford

Paul and Cindy Sale

David Sanborn

Marilyn and George Saul

Matt Schmitz

Carol Schueller

Patrick Schwickerath

Dr. Muhammad Shah

Martin Shaw

Brian Sherron

Laura Shover

Debra Siggins

Ronda Silver

Marilyn Sippy

Chris and Nikki Skogman

Timothy and Lynn Skopec

Don and Coletta Slezak

Teddi and Roger Smith

Timothy Smith

Heather Spading

Mary Springsteen

Shana Staab

Todd Stiles

Steve Stoffel

Dr. Sallie Sun

Peter Tanzillo

Vanessa Taylor

Heidi Thalacker

Harvey and Kathy Thompson

Karen Van Dee

Timothy Vick

Brenda Weber

Cynthia Weber

Dr. Marty Weber

Susan & Tom Wehmeyer

Jay and Marie Whannel

Trisha Wiese

Jay and Arlie Willems

Patricia Williams

Patti Wilson

Audrey Wirtner

Sharon Wisted

Ashley Wood

Carla Woods

Bryan Wright

Nancy Yeisley

Chelsey Zittergruen

Tom Zuber

GIFT IN KIND
Aiming For a Cure Foundation

Lori Blaha

Collins Aerospace

Craft'd

Culver's Frozen Custard

Culver's Lawn & Landscape

Dave Wright Subaru

Eastern Iowa Airport

Nancy A Heaverlo

I Know Jack Foundation

KCRG TV9

Julie Knutson

Monarch Research Project

Lawerence Morris

Enrique Nunez

Perfect Game

Quota of Cedar Rapids, Inc.

Solon United Methodist 

Church Bible School

Solon United Women in Faith

Stonebridge Church

Strands of Strength

Tell5Friends Foundation

Texas Roadhouse

Alexandra Tomes

Janeen Walker and Cynthia 

Pope

Linda Zimmerman



BUILDING A FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE:  

Mary Klinger, president of  
UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s Health 
Care Foundation, has announced 
her retirement in the coming 
months. Because Mary is committed 
to ensuring a smooth and thoughtful 
transition, she will remain in her 
role until a successor has been 
appointed.

Mary has served as president of the Foundation for the 
past 13 years. Under her leadership, she and her team 
raised more than $48 million in support of St. Luke’s 
Hospital operations and initiatives. Her highly successful 
capital campaigns to enhance patient care include:

  Inpatient Hospice Unit 

  Ronald McDonald Family Rooms 

  Nassif Community Cancer Center 

  Nassif Radiation Center 

  Nassif Transitional Care Center 

  3SSU Inpatient Modernization Project 

  Heart Care Services 

  Abbe Mental Health Project (2025) 

Casey Greene, market president for UnityPoint Health –  
Cedar Rapids, says, “Mary’s leadership style is both 
remarkable and enduring. Her steady guidance and 
commitment to our mission helped strengthen St. Luke’s 
during some of our most difficult moments, from the 
derecho that struck our community to the global  
Covid-19 pandemic.”

He adds, “On behalf of everyone in our organization, 
I extend sincere gratitude to Mary for her outstanding 
service and unwavering support. We wish her the very  
best as she begins this well-deserved next chapter.”

Mary Klinger Announces Retirement

Mary Klinger

P.O. Box 3026 | Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-3026
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